MONTHLY NOTICES 

OF THE 

ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY. 


Voh. LX. November io, 1899. No. 1 


Professor G. H. Darwin, M.A., LL.D., F.R.S., President, 
in the Chair. 

Rev. Thomas Gerrard Barber, B.A., 10 High Geld Road, Don¬ 
caster ; and 

Sydney Samuel Hough, M.A., Royal Observatory, Cape of 
Good Hope, 

were balloted for and duly elected Fellows of the Society. 

George E. Hale, D.Sc., F.R.A.S., Director of the Yerkes 
Observatory, Williams Bay, Wisconsin, TJ.S.A.; 

F. R. Helmert, Director of the Royal Geodetic Institute, 
Potsdam, Germany ; - 

F. Kiistner, Director of the Observatory, Bonn, Germany; 
and 

Juan M. Thome, Director of the Argentine National Obser¬ 
vatory, Cordoba, Argentine Republic, 

were balloted for and duly elected Associates of the Society. 

The following Candidates were proposed for election as 
Fellows of the Society, the names of the proposers from personal 
knowledge being appended ;— 

Professor R. N. Apte, M. A., LL.B., Rajaram College, Kolha¬ 
pur, India (proposed by Sir R. S. Ball) ; 

Maurice Harvey Clarke, Lieut. R.N.R., F.R.G.S, Wood¬ 
lands, Ashburton Road, Croydon (proposed by Capt. P. 
Thompson) ; 
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2 Mr. Newall, Spectrum of a Aurigce. lx. 

Rev. P. W. Fairclough, Wesleyan Minister, Kaiapoi, New 
Zealand (proposed by Rev. D. Dutton) ; 

Umes Chandra Ghosh, M.A., Lecturer on Mathematics, Muir- 
Central College, Allahabad, India (proposed by Asutosh 
Mukhopadhyay) ; 

Richard Kilvington Hattersley, 4 Church Terrace, Black- 
heath, S.E. (proposed by Capt. P. Thompson); and 

Howard Payn, F.R.G.S., Barrister-at-Law, 21 Hyde Park 
Place, London, W. (proposed by W. J. S. Lockyer). 


Two hundred and eleven presents were announced as having; 
been received since the last meeting, including amongst others :— 

British Astronomical Association, The Indian Eclipse, 1898, 
presented by the Association ; Cape Observatory, Catalogue of 
3007 stars for 1890-0, from observations made during 1885-95,, 
presented by the Observatory; A. M. W. Downing, Preces¬ 
sion Tables adapted to Newcomb’s constant of precession, and 
reduced to the Epoch 1910-0, presented by the Author; Har¬ 
vard Observatory, Annals, vol. 23, part 2, Discussion of obser¬ 
vations made with the meridian photometer, presented by the 
Observatory; E. Lebon, Histoire abregee de l’Astronomie, pre- 
sented by the Author ; Lick Observatory, Series of Photographs 
of nebulse made with the Crossley reflector, and photographs of 
the solar eclipse of 1898, &c., presented by the Observatory ; 
Madrid Observatory, Maps showing tracks of total solar eclipses 
1900 and 1905, presented by Sefior VentOsa ; D. P. Todd and 
W. T. Lynn, Stars and Telescopes, presented by W. T. Lynn ; 
Washington Ephemeris Papers, vol. 8, pt. 2 ; S. Newcomb^ 
Catalogue of Fundamental Stars for 1875 and 1900, reduced to 
an absolute system, presented by the Ephemeris Office; L. 
Weinek, Photographischer Mond-Atlas, Heft 6, presented by 
L. Weinek. 


Preliminary Note on the Spectrum oj a Aurigce. 

By H. F. Newall, M.A. 

One of the first results obtained -with the four-prism spectro¬ 
scope which has lately been attached to the 25-inch equatorial 
of the Cambridge Observatory, is the discovery that the star 
a Aurigce is one of the class which is known under the name of 
spectroscopic binary. Precise details will be published as soon 
as possible. 

[Note. —Since the above was written the Astrophysical Jour¬ 
nal for October has arrived in this country, and I find that Prof. 
Campbell of the Lick Observatory has published a similar an¬ 
nouncement (vol. x. p. 177).] 
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